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Local Man Chooses Medicine As His Profession

Dr. Henry E. Fledderjohann was this
local man. He was the first one from our
community to choose the profession of
medicine. He was born November 12,
1855 one mile west of New Knoxville.
He graduated from New Bremen High
School and received a license to teach in
our county. Young Henry also studied
“pre-med” subjects and entered the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Medical College.
He graduated in 1886 “with honors”.
This same year he married Emma Sneth-
kamp. Henry’s first office was in St.
Marys. He moved to New Knoxville a
short time later and opened his office
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Dr. Fledderjohann’s Office

here in July 1888. Henry & Emma had
5 children. Wife Emma died in 1897.
His doctoring skills continued, facing
the challenges of the dreaded smallpox,
scarlet fever, typhoid and cholera epi-
demics. This country pioneer doctor
made his rounds by horse and buggy or
horseback. Semi-retirement came in
1940. He continued to provide his spe-
cial poison ivy medicine locally and to
the World War II servicemen. He died
in 1950 at the age of 94 and is buried at
Pilger Ruhe Cemetery. Dr. Henry's
brother Ferd had a medical practice in
New Bremen.

Dr. Henry E. Fledderjohann

The three room ornate “Brick Office” was built by Dr. Henry
E. Fledderjohann in 1890. The doctor’s office was used over a 55
year span for patients of all ages.

Today the building displays old pieces of medical equipment
and original birth record books from the late 1800s. Also on dis-
play is his 1886 Medical College Diploma from the University of
Pennsylvania.
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Far left - The hand-hewn log structure was a smoke-
house for curing meat from farm animals. On display
are primitive tools for butchering, a gun for hunting,
and tools to hew logs for buildings.

The “Barn™ (originally owned by A. H. Stie-
necker) was built in 1915. It was a typical village
barn with a hay loft. It housed horses, chickens, bug-
gies, garden tools, and outside toilet facilities. The
gambrel roof gave ample storage space in the loft for
hay and straw for the horses and family cow.

The barn displays rural primitive hand tools used
to cut trees and small horse drawn wooden tillage
tools used in the first decades when our German im-
migrants settled in this rural timber covered commu-
nity. Many carpenter tools are on display with local
business memorabilia, pictures, signs, and advertising
handouts.
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The white wood frame home was built in 1879
by Dr. Gustave Zuelch. The German doctor had
placed an ad in an Allentown, PA newspaper called
Der Welt Bote (World Messenger) saying he
wanted to locate in a German community in Ohio
or Indiana. H. W. Eschmeyer, resident of New
Knoxville, was a subscriber to this publication and
contact was made. With $3.00 in his pocket, Dr.
Zuelch met Mr. Eschmeyer who suggested he rent
a room and hang out a shingle. Success and ac-
ceptability soon followed. Later this was the home
of Dr. Henry E. Fledderjohann, daughter Zella, her
husband Ferd Eversman and their two children.
Henry’s wife died in 1897.

Today the doctor’s home displays historical
items of the schools starting in the 1840s, vintage
clothing, relics, toys, World War items, church his-
tory, and many pictures.

The “Summer Kitchen” served as an all season util-
ity building for washing clothes, canning of fruits
and vegetables, bread baking, and butchering of
chickens. These were among the weekly chores
necessary for all families in the early 1900s. Dis-
plays reflect items of daily necessities for healthy
living.

This plaque is displayed on the
front of the Doctor’s Office.




SENIOR GRADUATES

Starting in 1910 group
g pictures were taken of gradu-
ating Seniors. In the years
following, the Seniors had
dark grey soft covered al-

bums (about 7 %2 x 10) with “kite shaped” pictures.
1939 was the first year for the hard cover MEMOIR
and the first year in the “new school”. Our historical
society is looking for any Senior pictures or books
from 1911, 1914, 1915, 1917, 1921, 1922 & 1923.
We were informed by Victor Fledderjohann (1939
graduate) that the MEMOIR was patterned after the
Buckland yearbook. Duane Binkley moved to the
New Knoxville school area and brought with him their
yearbook concepts. We are in need of Memoirs from
1995, 1997, 1998, and 2000 through 2006. In the
event you have any of these and wish to donate them,
contact any board member. Thank you.

OPEN HOUSE

We again will be having “open house™ at Heritage
Center on the last Sunday of the month from 1:00 to
5:00 --- May 27, June 24, July 29, August 26, Septem-
ber 30 and October 28. This past year we enjoyed
discussions with LOCAL BORN AUTHORS and also
had a demonstration on ROPE MAKING. We'll keep
you posted on special themes and events all of which
honor our heritage.

SOCIETY OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS
President — Kirk Stienecker
V. Pres. — Myron Fledderjohann
Secretary — Diane Fledderjohann
Treasurer — Vernon Feldwisch
Trustees — 2007-2010 Lil Wierwille
Mary Metzger
2006-2009 Mike Neuman
Lloyd “Red” Kuck
2005-2008 Joann Strayer
Allen Schroer
Display Curator & Cataloging — Rusty Elsass
Farm Items — Myron Fledderjohann
Brochures, Membership, Web-Site, Historical Re-
cords & Bus Tours — Larry & Karen Niemeyer
Historians & Memorial Plaque — Myron Fledderjo-
hann, Kirk Stienecker, Umberto & Roberta Tanzini
Editor of “Historian” Newsletter — Roberta Tanzini
Editor’s Note: A special thank you to Larry
Niemeyer for the fresh new look to the “Historian™.

NEW MEMBERS
LIFE - Donald Meckstroth, Winter Park, FL, Stan &
Susie Reineke, New Knoxville, Gregg and Rebecca
Schroff, Palo Verdes Estates, CA
YEARLY - Carol Marty, Columbus, Ohio, Ross Stie-
necker, New Knoxville
Our membership is represented inl7 states & Canada.

SCHOOL DAYS

We are preserving a lot of school & athletic history
in our “SCHOOL ROOM?” at Heritage Center. A re-
cent inquiry was made as to how “RANGERS” was
chosen for athletic teams at New Knoxville --- it was
when Roger J. Stauffer became the athletic coach.
Howard Henschen (1940 graduate) said various names
had been suggested and submitted. The students then
voted. “RANGERS” was the winner. Howard Katter-
heinrich (1939 graduate) not only suggested “THE
RANGERS™ but also drew the original RANGER
logo.

BUS TRIPS
A full bus load enjoyed a day at the Cincinnati
Reds ball game & dinner at the Hofbrauhaus this past
September. Look for more planned trips in the future.

GERMAN VISITORS
This past year a group of 40 people from Steinfurt,
Germany (neighboring town of Ladbergen) visited
Heritage Center. All understood Low German. Their
main attraction to New Knoxville was our church his-
tory and heritage.

TOURS are available by appointment — contact any
board member.
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Pictured here is board member Roberta Tanzini

giving a guided tour to one of the many area school
classes that have enjoyed visits to the museum.

MEMBER DEATHS

Letha Harig 4-12-06
Lenora Clausing 5-8-06
William Meckstroth 5-24-06
Reuben Henschen 8-19-06
Sarah Thiesing 8-24-06
Eugene Howe 8-28-06
Ralph Fledderjohann 10-26-06
Alice Warner 11-14-06
Billie Ketcham 12-05-06
D. Dwight Ketcham 2-14-07
Olga Schnelle 3-2-07
Charles Wellman 3-14-07

The above names will be added to our Memorial
Plaque in our Heritage Museum.

SPEAKERS available — Glenna Meckstroth and
Myron Fledderjohann
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President’s Message

Dear Members and Friends of the New Knoxville Historical Society,

This year we are looking forward to have Karen Miller Bennett speak at our 2007 annual Historical Society
Meeting. Karen is a CERTIFIED GENEALOGIST and a member of the Ohio Genealogical Board of Trus-
tees. She is also affiliated with many other genealogical and historic organizations. She will show and explain
examples of tombstone art and symbolism, types of cemeteries, and the importance of this information in genea-
logical research. Everyone is welcomed to attend!

Kirk Stienecker, President

ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, April 19, 2007 - 7:00 P.M.
American Legion Hall In New Knoxville
Karen Miller Bennett, Certified Genealogist will speak on
“Rocks of Ages - Cemetery Research and Tombstone Art”

ADDRESS CHANGE BOOKS & GIFT S
Notify Karen Niemeyer, P.O. Box 301, New Knox- Books and gift items are available from our society
ville, OH 45871 or call 419-753-2215 or e-mail her at ~ 2nd also our Community Library. See our website
niemeyer@nktelco.net for available items.

www.nktelco.net/historicalsociety

BRICK PROJECT
Commemorative & memorial BRICKS are available. This is our means of financial and visual support from the
many families and friends that desire to “preserve our heritage”. Contact Betty Henschen 419-753-2142, address
05679 St. Rt. 219, New Knoxville, OH 45871. Thank you for your support.

Member of the Southwestern Auglaize County Chamber of Commerce




